
Berryman taught or lectured at a number of 
universities including University of Iowa (in their 
Writer’s Workshop), Harvard University, Princeton 
University, the University of Cincinnati, and the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, where he spent the majority 
of his career, except for his sabbatical year in 1962-
3, when he taught at Brown University. Some of his 
illustrious students included W. D. Snodgrass, Wil-
liam Dickey, Donald Justice, Philip Levine, Robert 
Dana, Jane Cooper, Donald Finkel, and Henri Cou-
lette. Philip Levine stated, in a recorded interview 
from 2009, that Berryman took his class extremely 
seriously and that “he was entrancing ... magnetic 
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All things are double, 
one against another. 
Tit for tat; an eye for 
an eye. Give and it 
shall be given you. 
He that watereth shall 
be watered himself.  
Устав Организации 
Объединенн Να 
μας στα πέριορα τ' 
αλαργινά  
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In 1947, Berryman started 
an affair with a married 
woman named Chris, 
documented in a long 
sonnet sequence that he 
refrained from publishing, 
in part, because publica-
tion of the sonnets would 
have revealed the affair to 
his wife. However, he did 
eventually decide to pub-
lish the work, titled Ber-
ryman's Sonnets, in 1967. 
The work included over 
one hundred sonnets.
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