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There is a time in every man’s education when he arrives at the con-
viction that envy is ignorance; that imitation is suicide; that he must take 
himself for better, for worse, as his portion; that though the wide universe is 
full of good, no kernel of nourishing corn can come to him but through his 
toil bestowed on that plot of ground which is given to him to till. The power 
which resides in him is new in nature, and none but he knows what that is 
which he can do, nor does he know until he has tried. Not for nothing one face, 
one character, one fact, makes much impression on him, and another none. 
This sculpture in the memory is not without preëstablished harmony. The eye 
was placed where one ray should fall, that it might testify of that particular 
ray. We but half express ourselves, and are ashamed of that divine idea which 
each of us represents. It may be safely trusted as proportionate and of good 
issues, so it be faithfully imparted, but God will not have his work made mani-
fest by cowards. A man is relieved and gay when he has put his heart into his 
work and done his best; but what he has said or done otherwise shall give him 
no peace. It is a deliverance which does not deliver. In the attempt his genius 
deserts him; no muse befriends; no invention, no hope. Trust thyself: every 
heart vibrates to that iron string. Accept the place the divine providence has 
found for you, the society of your contemporaries, the connection of events. 
Great men have always done so, and confided themselves childlike to the 
genius of their age, betraying their perception that the absolutely trustwor-
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All things are double, 
one against another. 
Tit for tat; an eye for 
an eye; a tooth for a 
tooth; blood for blood; 
measure for measure; 
love for love. Give and 
it shall be given you. He 
that watereth shall be 
watered himself. What 
will you have? Quoth 
god; pay for it and take 
it. Nothing venture, 
nothing have. Thou shalt 
be paid exactly for 
what thou hast done, no 
more, no less. Who doth 
not work shall not eat. 

Under a government which imprisons  
unjustly, the true place for a just man is also 
a prison. The proper place today, the only 
place which Massachusetts has provided for 
her freer and less despondent spirits, is in 
her prisons, to be put out and locked out of 
the State by her own act, as they have al-
ready put themselves out by their principles. 
It is there that the fugitive slave, and the 
Mexican prisoner on parole, and the Indian 
come to plead the wrongs of his race should 
find them; on that separate but more free 
and honorable ground, where the State plac-
es those who are not with her, but against 
her—the only house in a slave State in which 
a free man can abide with honor. If any think 
that their influence would be lost there, and 
their voices no longer afflict the ear of the 
State, that they would not be as an enemy 
within its walls, they do not know by how 
much truth is stronger than error, nor how 
much more eloquently and effectively he can 
combat injustice who has experienced a little 
in his own person. Cast your whole vote, 
not a strip of paper merely, but your whole 
influence. A minority is powerless while it 
conforms to the majority; it is not even a 
minority then; but it is irresistible when it 
clogs by its whole weight. If the alternative is 
to keep all just men in prison, or give up war 
and slavery, the State will not hesitate which 
to choose. If a thousand men were not to pay 
their tax bills this year, that would not be a 
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